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FROM: PATRICK J. BUCHANAN 

SUBJECT: Notes from GOP Leadership Meeting 

8:00 A.M. March 9, 1971 


The President opened the discussion, which focused on rural 
America, with a brief monologue on the importance of rural America 
to the country, not just the political importance of the GOP heartland, 
but of the 40 percent of Americans who live in rural America, who 
have most of our poor people, most of our substandard housing, and 
who see the enthusiasm and media are all focused on the cities. 

’’This is an essential part of the country in terms of the spirit, n 
said the President, 11 and I don’t want to see it destroyed. ” 

Then, the President spoke of his visit to Des Moines, the 
extensiveness of the arrangements, the successes achieved. Generally, 
said the President, the mood was one of appreciation for what had 
taken place. Hardin concurred; there was great excitement, great 
enthusiasm throughout the Midwest and the press did not catch the 
spirit of it at all. 

The President further indicated that farm America, which was 
only a portion of rural America, was the most productive sector of 
the American economy --he listed the different states like the 
upper New England states, many of which are dominantly rural in 
character. 

Then Hardin spoke for some fifteen or twenty minutes on the 
characteristics of rural America, and what our message would 
generally contain. It was in broad outline, dealing with the target 
areas that need assistance in rural America. 


Two points of interest. Hardin’s feeling about the need to 
focus on ’’growth centers, “ in rural America that were obviously 
economically viable and that served as an alternative to the magnet of 

the Coasts for rural Americans. Also, Hardin noted that today 
rural Americans have 78 per cent of the median income of urban 
Americans which is up appreciably from fho j >£ ten years ago. 
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John Price then -- using the census map showing depleted 
counties, pointed out the tremendous drainage of people out of the 
upper Midwest States and mountain states to the above-mentioned 
"growth centers" and to the coasts. Harper then generally 
outlined, also in about fifteen minutes, the specifics of the rural 
development program. 

At this point RN spoke briefly -- and in so doing, indicated 
that he was going to fight for the SST, 100 percent, in both houses: 
we're going to make an all-out battle. 

An interesting point made -- I know the President said that 
70 percent of the people of this country are against it, but "We're 
not going to follow the people when the people don't know the facts. 
We're here not to follow but to lead the people. If we always 
followed the people, we would have quit at Valley Forge. " 

On the SST he said, ask yourself to answer the question, not 
by weighing the mail today, but how it will look for the United States 
ten years from now. 

What followed was a generally optomistic military briefing by 
Admiral Moorer, little of which was new except some figures and 
interesting facts. 

The 559th is the enemy unit operating the Ho Chi Minh 
Trail complex -- named aft er the month and year. May of 1959 
that they first took over the assignment. 

Also, over 3000 trucks have been destroyed since the Laos 
operation began. Last night we got 120. In Cambodia, the ARVN 
"came of age. " We ourselves are running 600 trucks a day 
down Route 9 to the frontier. We have killed -- the ARVN plus 
aircraft --in this operation 7000 enemy soldiers. Actually, we 
may have killed more; we don't know how many. Four of their 
regiments have been badly mauled. They have about 30, 000 
troops in this area to Saigon's 16, 000 ARVN units now operating 
including the 1st ARVN Division, the Airborne, the Armored Division, 
the Marines. They are inflicting casualties at a rate of six-to-one. 




3 


We "do not expect them to win every battle." They are "doing very, 
very well indeed." The enemy has lost 93 tanks, 7044 men, 

134, 000 gallons of fuel, 2. 8 million pounds of goods. When the 
ARVN pulls out, incidentally. Admiral Moorer indicated, 
they would move southeast through an enemy sanctuary area. 

U. S. losses -- 47 helicopters, in this operation, 54 in 
all of Southeast Asia since it began. In Gambodia operation 
there were 87 lost and 85 during the time of Tet operation. 

This operation is covered -- while the Chup Plantation 
is not -- because the 150 reporters all rushed to the scene in 
Northeast SVN. 

In the Chup Plantation Area, the enemy has lost 3350 troops, 
some materials. This will last several more weeks. The ARVN 
is getting the best of practically every fight they have been in. 

Rate of loss of U. S. choppers is .56 per thousand sorties. 
There have been 32 U. S. helicopter i crewmen killed. 
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